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By Ken Smith 

“There it is! Ellendale!” 

“A water tower, groves of trees 
and buildings among them in the 
morning sunlight. I’ve just given 
in to the shivering which has been 
almost continuous the whole trip. 
The watch says seven-fifteen. A few 
minutes later we park by some old 
brick buildings. I turn to John and 
Sylvia who have pulled up behind 
us. ‘That was cold!’ I say. They just 
stare at me fish-eyed.” 

“The town is clean and fresh and 
unlike the one we woke up in this 
morning. Some people are on the 
street and are opening stores and 
saying, ‘Good morning’ and talking 
and commenting about how cold it 
is. Two thermometers on the shady 
side of the street read 42 and 46 
degrees. One in the sun reads 65 
degrees.” 

These paragraphs are part of a 
cameo appearance by Ellendale in 
one of the most unusual—and most 
famous—books of the 20th cen- 
tury. Zen and the Art of Motorcycle 
Maintenance: An Inquiry into 
Values, describes a motorcycle jour- 
ney from Minneapolis to the west 
coast that author Robert M. Pirsig 
took in 1968. That trek is, though, 
only one aspect of a multi-layered 
narrative that struggles with the 
most profound questions of life and 
meaning. Pirsig’s dense, lengthy 
manuscript fell outside all the typical 
book categories when he finished it 
in 1974. He submitted it to 121 pub- 
lishers before a reluctant editor at 
William Morrow Co. agreed to back 
it. The decision was a good one. 
Within three months of its 1974 
publication, the book sold 50,000 
copies. In the next three decades 
it sold more than five million cop- 
ies, and was translated into at least 
27 languages. A British journalist 
speculated that the book’s popular- 
ity made Pirsig “probably the most 
widely read philosopher alive.” The 
reasons for the book’s impact are not 
self-evident. Indeed, a fair number 
of scholars have worked to uncover 
those reasons. 

On a sunny Wednesday morn- 
ing on August 14 this year, a trim, 
bushy-bearded gentleman stopped 
by the Coleman Museum in 
Ellendale. His small car bulged 
with the gear and miscellany of a 
long distance traveler. The visitor 
introduced himself as Henry Gurr, 
a retired nuclear physicist who had 
taught at the University of South 
Carolina. This was, he explained, 
his third pilgrimage retracing the 
route Pirsig detailed in the famous 
book. Professor Gurr had also stud- 
ied Pirsig’s intellectual formation, 
and discovered the teacher, Sarah 
Vinke of the University of Montana, 
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who provoked both the 
questions and the quest 
that eventuated in the 
writing of Zen and 
the Art of Motorcycle 
Maintenance. Gurr 
pulled out a copy of 
his recently published 
biography of Vinke, 
titled A Woman of 
Quality, and donat- 
ed it to the Coleman 
Museum. And then, 
in fine professorial 
form, he began a dia- 
logue that consumed 
the entire afternoon 
and extended through 
an evening meal 
shared around a small 
table at the Fireside 
Restaurant. 

“The book changed 
my life, and the life 
of my students as 
well,’ Gurr explained. Absorbing 
its meaning took a lot of patience. 
Then he began to assign the book to 
his physics classes. They warmed 
to it quickly. Some reported per- 
sonal transformations from reading 
it. And so for several decades, Gurr 
has been something of an evan- 
gelist for the book and for Pirsig 
himself, whom he befriended and 
with whom he had regular corre- 
spondence until the author’s death 
in 2018. “The book is now among 
the classics,” says Gurr, “right along 
with Herman Melville’s Moby Dick. 
It is among the most widely read 
philosophy books. It is among the 
top 100 spiritual books of the 20th 
century, because it makes you think 
about yourself and your values. 
HarperCollins ranks it among the 
top 100 novels. It’s widely regarded 
as one of the best travelogues of the 
modem era. And it’s also a who- 
dunit.” 

When he retired from his teaching 
job, Gurr deepened his long, patient, 
intense quest to better understand 
and share the book’s insights. And 
he began to retrace Pirsig’s tour, tak- 
ing in the sights and sounds, meeting 
people, and taking pictures.” All the 
while he pondered the book’s deep 
and detailed philosophical “chautau- 
quas,” the extensive inner dialogues 
that preoccupied Pirsigs’ mind while 
cruising on two wheels. “My goal 
was, every time Pirsig mentioned 
something along the travel route, 
I would find it and photograph it 
to illustrate that passage from the 
book. I took about 3,000 photo- 
graphs in my 2002 trip and follow 
up trip in 2006.” Gurr’s website 
(venturearete.org) contains a huge 
trove of writing related to Pirsig 
and his book. And it hosts “over 
two pictures per page to illustrate 


Meet your new area representa- 
tive! Sara Griego joined the KSJB & 
Mix 93.3 team and is fy 


what Pirsig or Chris (his son) or 
the Sutherlands (his motorcycling 
companions) saw.” Website visitors 
can also view original photographs 
Pirsig took on his journey. 

Gurr’s slow, deliberate man- 
ner, careful words and thoughtful 
responses all point to him having 
imbibed deeply from the philosophi- 
cal spring he discovered through 
Pirsig. “You have to read it sev- 
eral times before you really begin to 
catch on to its full depth and mean- 
ing. But once you do catch on you’ll 
find it’s a life-changing book and 
one that is very valuable and helps 
you personally to understand how to 
use your own mind to proceed effec- 
tively and with quality.” Though 
oriented in a philosophical direc- 
tion, Gurr (like Pirsig before him) 
has little use for abstractions that 
don’t connect with real-life experi- 
ence. For him, the book has pointed 
toward an understanding of minds 
(both our own and others) that can 
enable individuals to gain profound 
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“flashes of insight” in addition to a 

stable basis for one’s self-concept. 
Those familiar with Pirsig’s class 

will know that whatever else the 


book is about—the author himself 


admitted that it’s not really a text on 
Zen, not really a text on motorcycles, 
and not really a text on maintenance, 
though it contains all those things. 
it is in reality a deep and extended 
meditation on the idea and pursuit 
of quality. In a throwaway world, 
where products are stamped out by 
the millions and pass from view 
in a relative instant, a world that 
often treats individuals as little more 
than extensions of those disposable 
items, there’s a deep hunger for what 
is of real and enduring quality, what 
is worthwhile, what will last. What 
will give human beings the meaning 
and purpose and insight for which 
they are designed. 


Henry Gurr’s appreciation for 
roads and landscapes and ecosystems 
and small towns —all of which Pirsig 
details with an artist’s insight—has 
been deepened by his travels and 
studies. And he loves all those 
things, including the towns, includ- 
ing Ellendale. He finds in them 
many manifestations of the qual- 
ity—expressed by the Greek word 
arete—that has enduring substance. 
And it was a book that brought all 
these things to his consciousness. 
Gurr is convinced that this quest will 
continue long after the present gen- 
eration. “People a thousand years 
from now,” he says, “will be read- 
ing Zen and the Art of Motorcycle 
Maintenance and wondering, what 
happened, and how and why it was 
created. And they will want to know 
more about what he saw along the 
route.” And, one imagines, they 


will want to know more about those 
small North Dakota towns —includ- 
ing Ellendale —that are described in 
the text. 


LAND FOR SALE BY SEALED BIDS 


Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be accepted on real 
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USDA Encourages Affected 
Producers to Contact Agents 
for Delayed Harvest 


...Continued from page 1 


e The producer demonstrates 
that harvest was not possible due 
to insured causes, such as wet 
conditions preventing access to 
the field with equipment or that 
harvesting under such conditions 
would damage equipment. 

e The delay in harvest was 
not because the producer did 
not have sufficient equipment or 
manpower to harvest the crop by 
the end of the insurance period. 

When an AIP authorizes addi- 
tional time to harvest: 

e The end of the insurance 
period is not extended. Rather, 
the producer is granted addi- 
tional time to attempt to harvest 
the crop to settle any loss based 
on harvested production. 

e Any additional damage to the 
insured crop during the exten- 
sion period is covered provided 
it is due to an insurable cause of 
loss like excessive moisture. 

e The producer’s crop insur- 
ance policy will cover loss of 
quality (as specified in the crop 
provisions), reduced yields, and 
revenue losses if revenue cover- 


age was chosen. 

e The cost of drying the har- 
vested crop is not covered. 

More Information 

More information on request- 
ing assistance due to delayed 
harvest is available on RMA’s 
website. Crop insurance is sold 
and delivered solely through pri- 
vate crop insurance agents. A list 
of crop insurance agents is avail- 
able at all USDA Service Centers 
and online at the RMA Agent 
Locator. Learn more about crop 
insurance and the modern farm 
safety net at rma.usda.gov.. 

USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer and lender. 
To file a complaint of discrimi- 
nation, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or 
call (866) 632-9992 (toll-free 
customer service), (800) 877- 
8339 (local or federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (relay voice 
users). 


Trick- or-Treating 


at Prince of Peace 
Care Center Chapel 


October 31* 


4:30-6:00 PM 


Hope to see you there! 


estate situated in Dickey County, ND described as follows: 

The Southwest Quarter (SWI/4) of Section Twenty (20), 
Township One Hundred Thirty-two (132) North, Range 
Sixty-five (65) West of the 5th PM. All subject to reservations, 
easements and conveyances existing and of record. 

The purchaser shall be entitled to possession of the real estate 
on sale closing. Information and bid forms may be obtained by 
contacting Dean Schwartz at S&S Realty, PO Box 125, Herreid, 
SD 57632. Telephone No. 605-848-1514. The sealed bids shall be 
submitted to S&S Realty no later than 11:30 am CT on Monday, 
November 18, 2019. The three highest bidders will be invited to = 
attend an oral auction to be held on Tuesday, November 19, 
2019 at 7:00pm at S&S Realty in Herreid, SD. At such time, the 
top bidder will be required to deposit 10% of the purchase 
price with the balance to be paid in cash on or before 
December 19, 2019. Seller will pay all 2019 real estate taxes and 
all prior years. 

Updated and certified abstracts will be provided by Seller for 
Buyer review. S&S Realty, Dean Schwartz, Broker, will be 
handling the sale and sale closing and is representing the seller 
in this transaction. The seller reserves the right to accept or 
reject any and all bids. 

For more information, contact S&S Realty, Dean Schwartz, 
Broker at 605-848-1514 or visit www.ssrealty.org 
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RM Stoudt is looking for someone able to make 
CUSTOMER SERVICE their number one priority 
in a flexible work environment with a 
“skies the limit” earning potential. 
Interested? Then email your resume to: 
rmstoudt@csicable.net or head to 


stoudtcars.com and join the 
Stoudt Sales Team today! 


excited to work with 

you to promote and 

grow your business! 

If you have interest 

or questions about 

what radio advertis- 

ing could do for you J 
— reach out to Sara | 
today! 


Multiple Openings 


Agtegra Cooperative is looking to fill multiple positions 
in Oakes, ND. 


WAREHOUSE OPERATIONS - The right person will be 
working directly with customers to help fulfill their seed, 
chemical, and seed treatment needs. Responsibilities will soan 
ordering, delivering, and inventory management of both seed 
and chemical. The right candidate would be very customer 
focused and have great attention to detail. 


Evergreen Place 
& Assisted Living 


TRUCK DRIVER - Drives straight truck and tractor trailer 
PRINCE OF PEACE CARE CENTER 


combinations to transport and deliver grain or agronomy 
products. Local and regional hauls daily that get you home at 
night. Agtegra is willing to train you and help you attain your 
CDL. 


smgriego@ksjbam.com 
701.252.3570 ext 316 


CUSTOM APPLICATOR APPRENTICE - Responsibilities to 
include chemical and fertilizer application, plant food mixing, 
transportation and crop management. Strong preference 

for someone with computer and GPS systems knowledge, 
however, will train the right candidate. The ideal applicant will 
also drive truck and help out in operations when needed. 


AUTUMN 
Ellendale Landfill 
October 1 - November 30 


Mondays & Wednesdays 
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Saturday 
Noon - 4:00 pm 


We’ re right here. 
For both of you. 


Caring for your loved one - and your 
family - is just part of how we help 
seniors live full, healthy lives. 


Health Insurance, Vision/Dental Insurance, Pension plan, 401k, 
Clothing Allowance, Paid time off, Holidays, Education Assistance 
and MORE! 


A 


AGTEGRA’ 


COOPERATIVE 


Agtegra Cooperative 
908 Lamont St S 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 


To apply, please contact 
jobs@agtegra.com 


Coniac? Call (701) 349-4550 today to reserve 
: a place on our waiting list. 


EVERGREEN PLACE AND ASSISTED LIVING 
241 Main St. | Ellendale, ND 58436 
(701) 349-4550 | www.princeofpeace-evergreenplace.com 


